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FADE IN:

INT. PETE'S CHILDHOOD BEDROOM - DAY

FIVE A.M.

The Bon Jovi posters and stuffed Care Bears might suggest
the room of a teenage girl. But, the woman sleeping in the
single bed is 25-year-old Priscilla "PETE" Fleming.

The SOUND of an alarm clock O.S. wakes her. She turns off
the alarm and, sitting up, looks around this small room with
disbelief. With disgust.

INT. HALLWAY - PETE'S CHILDHOOD HOME - DAY

Pete stands outside the bathroom door with a towel over her
shoulder and her makeup bag in her hand. Someone can be
heard O.S. SHOWERING.

INT. KITCHEN - DAY

Pete's DAD sits drinking coffee and reading the newspaper at
the kitchen table.

Pete enters, dressed modestly for work, and makes herself a
cup of coffee.

DAD
Mother's making a roast tonight.

PETE
OK?

DAD
I mean, if you wanted to have someone
over. For dinner I mean.

PETE
Can I have my coffee before we start
in on this?

DAD
Who's starting in? Not trying to
marry you off. Just be nice if.

Pete sits at the table, blows on her coffee.

PETE
Let's talk about your love life
instead.



DAD
Gonna be a brief discussion.

Pete is mortified.

PETE
Fa-ther!

Dad laughs.

Pete gets up and dumps her coffee in the sink; makes to
leave.

PETE (cont'd)
Don't work too hard.

DAD
We'll set an extra place.
Just in——

PETE
Alright if we go on a date
first ooor should I demand
he impregnate me right there
in the office?

DAD
So he does want kids then?

PETE
Yeah, that's just what Mom needs.
Another kid getting on her nerves.

DAD
Oh stop. (beat) It'd just be nice
before. Not gettin' any younger.

Pete hugs Dad goodbye.

PETE
You're only sixty.

DAD
Sixty-two in June. My dad was a
grandfather by time he was fifty-
five. Twice over.

PETE
La-la-la. I can't hear you. La-la-la.

As she's leaving.

DAD
One of each. That's all I want.

Door SLAMS O.S. as Pete leaves the house.
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DAD (cont'd)
I'm not greedy!

EXT. PETE'S MOM'S HOUSE - DRIVEWAY - DAY

SUNRISE.

Discarded Christmas trees sit next to many of the trashcans
down the street.

Pete backs out of the driveway in a fairly new car.

INT. PETE'S MOM'S HOUSE - KITCHEN - DAY

Dad's at the counter making his lunch before he leaves for
work when in walks Mom, looking rather ornery.

DAD
Morning my sweet.

Mom looks out the window. Watches Pete pull out of the
driveway.

MOM
Can't afford her own place but look
at that shiny new car.

DAD
Gotta get to work somehow.

MOM
Stop encouraging her. I don't have
the energy to raise someone else's
child.

INT./EXT. PETE'S CAR - STREETS OF L.A. - DAY

Pete listens to talk radio as she navigates morning traffic.

Her car is spotless——inside and out.

The ID badge hanging from the rear view mirror reveals she
works for the Golden State Herald.

RADIO VOICE (O.S.)
It's gonna be a cold one on this
first Manic Monday of the new year
with lows supposed to drop to 46.
Brr. Be sure to bundle up if you're
heading out.

(MORE)
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Oh, and in case you haven't heard a
RADIO VOICE (O.S.) (cont'd)

hundred times already: Happy New
Year! (blows a noisemaker)

Pete turns the radio down as she nears her workplace and
sees something odd.

EXT. GOLDEN STATE HERALD - DAY

The parking lot of this medium-sized daily newspaper is
filled with cars parked askew.

A large group of distressed employees mills about in little
groups. Some look sad. Some seem worried. Two men argue.
Others look angry. A younger woman comforts a sobbing older
woman.

INT./EXT. PETE'S CAR - HERALD PARKING LOT - DAY

Pete has to wait for people to step out of the way as she
pulls in. She looks just as confused as everyone else.

EXT. GOLDEN STATE HERALD - ENTRANCE - DAY

The doors are chained.

A big sign on the building reads: "OUT OF BUSINESS"

INT./EXT. PETE'S CAR - DAY

Pete regards the scene with confusion and dismay.

A coworker gives an empathetic shrug to to Pete as if to say
"I don't know."

Pete is dumbfounded.

EXT. GOLDEN STATE HERALD - PARKING LOT - DAY

Pete parks and joins the crowd. She spots her MAN FRIEND and
goes to him. He's talking to a FEMALE COWORKER.

PETE
What happened?

MAN FRIEND
Williams said he heard the company
went bankrupt. Been in the works for
months.
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PETE
And didn't think to let us know?

FEMALE COWORKER
Oh, they let us know, alright.

PETE
Now what?

MAN FRIEND
We're going up to Seattle. I got a
friend at the Gazette.

PETE
"We?"

The Female Coworker snuggles up against Pete's Man Friend.

Pete is a little confused for a second but when it hits her
she is visibly dismayed.

PETE (cont'd)
Oh.

The man and woman hold hands and smile.

PETE (cont'd)
more emphatic( )

Oh.

Pete turns and goes straight to her car, tears in her eyes.

EXT. LOS ANGELES - ATWATER VILLAGE - DAY

A week before St. Patrick's Day, in this working class
neighborhood.

EXT. ATWATER VILLAGE - PETE'S MOM'S HOUSE - DAY

This modest two-story home has more than its fair share of
cardboard shamrocks and green garland hanging in the
windows.

In the driveway sits an old station wagon and an older
pickup. The truck's doors advertise "FLEMING CARPENTRY."

INT. PETE'S MOM'S HOUSE - KITCHEN - DAY

Pete circles newspaper JOB ADS at the breakfast table, while
her groggy MOM, in bathrobe and slippers, pours coffee.
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